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Colours and shapes

The lovely porphyry pink of the largest bucket 

made me reach for the show-stopping carmine 

of Dianthus cruentus. The two native grasses, 

Deschampsia flexuosa and Briza media will 

shiver in the slightest breeze and I’ve put one 

in each of the larger pots so their evergreen 

foliage gives year round presence. The dianthus 

will be happy in the smaller bucket, and being 

long-flowering can stand alone through the 

seasons. The grasses will turn a golden buff 

and the Nectaroscordum siculum produces 

fascinating seedheads. Allium obliquum has a 

tightly packed lime-yellow flower and its stem 

has a quirky yet beautiful line. The eastern 

USA native Zizia aptera (golden alexanders), 

has intense saffron-yellow umbels. Also in the 

Apiaceae family is Pimpinella major ‘Rosea’ 

which looks like a pink cow parsley. 

Choosing pots

Try and vary sizes of pots to create a balanced 

and interesting composition. Make sure there 

is good drainage – drill holes when necessary.

Compost and care 

This arrangement needs a sunny aspect and 

well-drained soil: a 50:50 mix of John Innes 

No. 2 and a multipurpose compost. Protect 

from excessive winter wet. The dianthus 

should be trimmed after flowering to promote 

new growth. A second prune in spring as new 

shoots emerge will also help the dianthus 

maintain a tidy shape. 

Plants
1.  Briza media  

AMOUNT 1   SEASON Evergreen, flowers 

May to June   HEIGHT 90cm

2.  Pimpinella major ‘Rosea’ 

AMOUNT 1   SEASON Flowers May to 

June   HEIGHT 120cm

3.  Dianthus cruentus   

AMOUNT 1   SEASON Flowers June to 

August   HEIGHT 60cm

4.  Nectaroscordum siculum  

AMOUNT 4    SEASON Flowers May to 

June   HEIGHT 120cm

5.  Zizia aptera  

AMOUNT 2   SEASON May to June 

HEIGHT 60cm

6.  Allium obliquum 

AMOUNT 4   SEASON March to May 

HEIGHT 75cm

7.  Deschampsia flexuosa (seen in the 

larger pot) AMOUNT 2   SEASON 

Evergreen   HEIGHT Up to 60cm

Suppliers 
Marina Christopher, Phoenix Perennial 

Plants, Alton GU34 5PR. Tel 01420 560695.

Mini-meadow
‘Shabby chic’ can be a cliché, but old industrial and agricultural containers are charming in the 

right setting. Here, with the distressed walls and my meadow-inspired planting, the effect is of 

a bygone country idyll. There is a soft informality to this delicate arrangement. The grasses 

provide a background foil to the perennials and bulbs which have leafless stems, allowing a 

greater density or ‘layering’ of plants. Pinpricks of intense colour complete the composition. 

The nectar-rich flowers will attract passing bees and butterflies. 

How to achieve the look
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Year-round pots
With the right choice of plants your pots can look good all year round,  
putting on a low-maintenance display that changes with the seasons 
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Plenty of plants

Be generous with numbers as hakonechloa is 

a slow grower; I used six three-litre plants. The 

golden variegated forms of Hakonechloa 

macra, such as ‘Aureola’, are more commonly 

stocked in garden centres but I find their 

jarring variegated leaves harder to place.

Shape of pot 

I’ve chosen a wide terracotta pot with handles 

but this grass would look equally good in sleek 

urban planters within a minimalist setting. It’s 

important that the width of the pot is sufficient 

for the leaves to arch gracefully, so the plant’s 

whole form can be fully appreciated.

Well-drained, humus-rich compost 

A cool, moist, partly shaded environment is 

ideal but the grass will also tolerate both 

shade and sun, providing there is adequate 

moisture. Make sure the compost is well 

drained but humus-rich, so add plenty of  

well-rotted garden compost. 

This pot requires minimal maintenance 

but don’t forget to water and to cut back and 

mulch the grass in late winter before the new 

shoots emerge.

I recommend always looking back to the 

plant’s origins, as its habitat will provide a 

guide to not only its growing conditions but 

also what will work well as companion plants.

Plants
1    Hakonechloa macra

AMOUNT 6     

SEASON Semi-evergreen,  

flowers from June to July   

HEIGHT Around 35cm

Suppliers
Crocus, Tel 0844 557 2244,  

www.crocus.co.uk

Knoll Gardens, Wimborne  

BH21 7ND. Tel 01202 873931,  

www.knollgardens.co.uk

Pan-Global Plants, Frampton-on-

Severn GL2 7EX. Tel 01452 741641,

www.panglobalplants.com

Simplicity itself
Simplicity can sometimes be best. A pot with just one type of plant will always make a bold 

visual statement and Hakonechloa macra is a grass well known for going solo. It is a graceful 

plant that forms low mounds of arching, densely overlapping leaves. It’s sometimes known as 

Japanese forest grass, a name that reminds us of its origins and preferred growing conditions: 

semi-shaded, cool and moist environments. The fine green flowers add a layer of frothy 

lightness at midsummer. Late in the year the fresh green foliage takes on a more autumnal 

shade. Popularised by Tom Stuart-Smith’s plantings outside the Wisley glasshouse, this looks 

best en masse whether allowed to slowly spread over a large expanse of ground or in a pot.

How to achieve the look
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Tapestry of colour 

This is about creating a low tapestry of grey, 

silver and purple. The acid-yellow flowers sing 

against such grounded monotones and the 

glaucous leaves. The anthemis’s daisy appears 

to hover as if weightless, while the sedum’s 

sprays of starry yellow flowers appear more 

rigid. I’ve added rugged clumps of Jovibarba 

allionii into the mix for textural contrast but 

the closely-related house leek Sempervivum 

would also work. Also included is the unusual 

evergreen succulent Lampranthus spectabilis 

‘Tresco Apricot’, chosen for its red flushed 

stems, and yellow midsummer flowers.

Add some grit

Mix horticultural grit into your compost, as 

these plants need a well-drained soil with low 

fertility (a 25:75 mix of grit to John Innes No. 1 

or No. 2 is ideal). A layer of grit around the 

plant necks helps protect them from winter 

wet. The plants do not need feeding.

Division and cuttings

The sedum grows quickly to hug the pot’s 

edge, so divide plants in March to May to 

uncover the outline of your container. Take 

anthemis cuttings in May to July and separate 

and plant up the Jovibarba allionii offsets.

Plants
1 Sedum spathulifolium ‘Cape Blanco’ 

AMOUNT 3   SEASON Evergreen, 

flowers June-July  HEIGHT 8cm

2 Anthemis marschalliana 

AMOUNT 3   SEASON Flowers May 

to June HEIGHT About 30cm

3 Jovibarba allionii 

AMOUNT 1   SEASON Evergreen, 

flowers July-August HEIGHT 8cm

4 Lampranthus spectabilis  

‘Tresco Apricot’  

AMOUNT 1   SEASON Evergreen, 

flowers May to June  HEIGHT 35cm

Suppliers 

Beth Chatto, Colchester CO7 7EN.

Tel 01206 822007,  

www.bethchattoshop.co.uk

RHS Wisley Plant Centre, Woking 

GU23 6QB. Tel 01483 211113,  

www.rhs.org.uk/wisleyplantcentre

Pots and photoshoot: Artefacts at 

the Medicine Garden, Cobham  

KT11 3LU. Tel 07894 149865,  

www.artefacts.uk.net

Pewter and grey
This pair of unusual trefoil-shaped pots was a lucky find. Made from lightweight glass 

reinforced concrete (GRC), they have acquired a fine mottled surface that relates beautifully to 

the fleshy pewter foliage of Sedum spathulifolium ‘Cape Blanco’, the key plant of this scheme. 

The low silver mounds of finely cut Anthemis leaves create a further tonal relation. It might be 

hard to find similarly shaped pots, but equivalent tonal relationships can be drawn between 

the sedum’s leaves and concrete or stone trough containers. These rockery plants work hard, 

providing year-round interest in even the most demanding dry, sun-blasted spot. The 

Anthemis marschalliana flowers profusely from late spring to summer while the sedum’s finest 

moment is winter, when its foliage takes on astonishing shades of red and purple. 

How to achieve the look
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